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The South Carolina State Development Board was created for the 
purpose of conducting an adequate Statewide planning program and 
Statewide program for the stimulation of economic activity to de-
velop the potentialities of the State; to conserve, restore and develop 
the natural and physical, the human and social, the economic and 
productive resources of the State; to promote public interest in the 
development of the State, through cooperation with public agencies, 
private enterprises, and charitable and social institutions; to promote 
and encourage industrial development, private business and com-
merical enterprise, agricu ltural production, transportation, and 
the utilization and investment of capital within the State; to assist 
in the development of existing State a·nd interstate trade, commerce 
and markets for South Carolina goods and in the removal of barriers 
to the industrial, commercial and agricultural development of the 
State; to assist in insuring stability in employment; to increase the 
opportunities for employment of the citizens of the State; to devise 
ways and means to raise the living standards of the people of the 
State; and to advance the general welfare of the people. 
HISTORY 
The South Carolina State Development Board was created origi-
nally in 1942 as the Preparedness for Peace Commission. In 1945 
enabling legislation was amended and the agency's name changed to 
the Department of Research, Planning and Development. Under the 
1945 Amendment, the State Development Board assumed the respon-
sibilities of the State Board of Housing, the Building Council of 
South Carolina, the South Carolina Commerce Department Board, 
the South Carolina Intra-Coastal Waterway Commission, the State 
Commission of Port Development, the South Carolina Board for 
Promotion of External Trade, and the Natura l Resources Commis-
siOn, 
Since the 1945 Amendment, some of the responsibilities of the State 
Development Board have been transferred to other agencies by execu-
tive order and legislative amendments. Under Act 682, 1954, the name 
of the agency was changed from Department of Research, Planning 
and Development to The State Development Board. 
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ECONOMIC GROWTH IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
1973-1982 
Fiscal Year 1982-83 
The 1982-83 fiscal year was not a record year for industrial growth 
in South Carolina. Capital investment by new and expanding plants 
totaled only $1.2 billion, down significantly from the previous fis-
cal year record investment of $2.6 billion (Table 1). 
The amount of investment clearly illustrates the impact of the 
national recession on the state's manufacturing industry and the 
vulnerability of South Carolina's economy to the recession because 
of the state's heavy dependence on the housing and automobile in-
dustries. 
Of the $1.2 billion in capital investments, 79% was contributed by 
the combined investments of the Chemical, Textile and Metalwork-
ing industries. The large amount of investment by the Textile Indus-
try signifies their efforts to modernize and improve productivity in 
order to compete with foreign markets (Table 3). 
The Metalworking Industry helped to create almost half of the 
announced new jobs in fiscal year 1982-83. Over 5, 700 new jobs or 
46.9% of the total I 2,263, were announced by the industry as a result 
of investment from new and expanded facilities (Table 3). 
The national recession 's impact on South Carolina's existing in-
dustry is clearly illustrated by the number of plant closings that oc-
curred during the fiscal year. Forty-sev.en manufacturers closed their 
facilities during the period, displacing over 6,500 workers. Nearly 
ninety percent of the workers that lost their jobs were employed by 
textile and apparel manufacturers who closed old, outdated facili-
ties that could not be modernized. 
Although the state did not experience a record year in terms of 
capita l investment, the improvement in the state's economic base 
during the past decade helps to measure the success of South Car-
olina's economic development programs (Table 2). 
The Decade: 1973/ 7 4-1982/ 83 
The investments by new and expanding industry have resulted in 
the creation of new jobs for South Carolinians. Over 133,000 new 
manufacturing jobs have been announced in the past ten years. 
(Table I) At the same time, growth in manufacturing has helped to 
y 
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spur nonmanufacturing growth in the state. Employment in the 
nonmanufacturing sector has almost doubled since 1972, rising from 
387 thousand in 1972 to 773 thousand in 1982. 
The improvement in the state's economy has resulted in a better 
standard of living for South Carolina's citizens. Wage levels, while 
still lagging behind national averages, continue to improve. Average 
hourly earnings in manufacturing have risen 139% since 1972. 
Per capita income, another excellent indicator of growth, con-
tinues to grow at a rate exceeding the national average. South Car-
olina per capita income has grown from $3,500 in 1972 to $8,468 in 
1982, an increase of 141.9%. Despite this gain, per capita income as 
a percent of the national average remains below 80%. 
As the state has developed over the past ten years, manufacturing 
employment in South Carolina has undergone considerable change. 
In 1972, the Textile Industry employed over 43% of the state's manu-
facturing _;workforce. Today, as a result of diversification, that per-
centage has declined to 32%. 
Although much progress has been made in recent years, the state 
remains below the national average in many economic indicators. 
Based on the rate of growth during the past ten years, the state will 
not reach the national average in per capita income before the year 
2000. This clearly indicates that the state's development efforts must 
be greater than ever before in the coming decade. 
Innovative programs such as the South Carolina Technical Edu-
cation System's "Design for the Eighties", the South Carolina Jobs-
Economic Development Authority and the South Carolina Research 
Authority will help to give South Carolina an advantage over many 
areas of the country. 
But, it will take a cooperative and concerted effort on the part of 
all who influence South Carolina's economic development growth 
and the realization that economic development is an investment 
in the future if the state is to achieve accelerated economic growth. 
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ECONOMIC DEVElOPMENT 
The Economic Development Division coordinates the industrial 
and business development efforts of the state. The division is divided 
into several departments, each responsible for a special aspect of 
economic development. 
During the fiscal year, the division targeted several industry groups 
as those that would be most beneficial for South Carolina. Each in-
dustrial agent has been assigned the responsibility of coordinating 
the targeting efforts for one of the industry groups. The targeted 
industry groups include: electronics, pharmaceuticals, medical-
related devices, telecommunications, robotics, forestry and food 
processing, structural fibers and defense-related industries. 
The divisiop has also recently completed the first phase of the 
Development Board's computerized contact system. All of the agen-
cy's prospects will be entered into the computer, which is linked with 
the South Carolina Division of General Services. By computerizing 
the files, the industrial agents have the most up-to-date information 
readily available on each prospect interested in South Carolina and 
follow-up is monitored and prompted by the system. 
Agricultural Industries Development 
The Agricultural Industries Specialist concentrates on expanding 
the industrial base in areas which utilize the state 's agricultural pro-
ducts. The division works closely with the Department of Agricul-
ture in its efforts to attract food processing and other agricultural-
related businesses to South Carolina. 
Rural Development 
The Rural Development Division was created in 1981 to help 
stimulate economic development activity in the nonmetropolitan 
areas of the state. The four industrial agents who comprise the divi-
sion work in conjunction with local development leaders in an ef-
fort to encourage industrial prospects to consider South Carolina 's 
rural areas for a plant location. 
The Division's agents focus their efforts on the thirty-four non-
metropolitan counties in the state, placing a specia l emphasis on 
six counties targeted as those most economically distressed. The six 




Since the Division's creation in 1981, over $101,500,000 has been 
invested by new and expanding plants in the six targeted counties, 
creating over 1600 manufacturing jobs. 
International Development 
The Development Board's International Division consists of two 
programs - the Direct Foreign Investment Program and Foreign 
Trade Promotion. The Direct Foreign Investment Program con-
centrates on attracting foreign investments in manufacturing fa-
cilities. The Foreign Trade Promotion Program conducts foreign 
trade missions and provides assistance in the development of import 
and export trade for South Carolina's manufacturers. 
The Development Board also operates an office in Brussels, Bel-
gium and maintains a liaison in Tokyo, Japan in order to maintain 
close contact with international business leaders. 
The Development Board 's international de\·elopment efforts con-
tinued to be successful during 1982. Foreign industrial investment in 
South Carolina totaled .$450,460,000, accounting for 18.8% of the 





ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT 
The Economic Development Support Division is comprised of 
three departments- each providing support and information to the 
Economic Development Division, communities and private indus-
try that are involved in South Carolina's economic development pro-
gram. 
Communications 
The Communications Division is responsible for public and com-
munity relations, maintaining media contact, and providing the 
audio-visual and promotional brochures to the various divisions 
of the Development Board. The Division also directs the Develop-
ment Board's national and international advertising campaign. 
The award winning advertising campaign has been a highly ef-
fective method for promoting South Carolina. During the past fiscal 
year, the campaign generated over 4,000 inquiries from both business 
and individuals interested in South Carolina. 
The division developed a new promotional brochure during the 
fiscal year for use in response to inquiries. The brochure is a state 
highway map which features, on the reverse side, the incentives the 
state offers to new and expanding business. 
Planning and Research 
The Planning and Research Division collects, develops, inter-
prets, maintains and disseminates economic data relating to South 
Carolina. The division provides the data to business, industry, com-
munities, staff and other organizations. The division also provides 
the staff's industrial agents with information in areas such as sites, 
buildings, transportation, education, raw materials, utilities, and 
other pertinent information that a prospect may require in making 
a plant location decision. The Division prepared special studies of 
South Carolina's resources for the electronics, pharmaceutical and 
robotics industries . 
Manpower Resources 
The Manpower Resources Division is responsible for analyzing 
a new company's manpower needs and determining the availability 
of the state's work force. Such labor information is vital to the indus-
trial development of communities, the expansion and growth of 
existing industries, and the attraction of prospective industries to 
South Carolina. 
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INDUSTRY /BUSINESS SERVICES & 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
The Industry / Business Services and Community Support Divi-
sion maintains contact with existing South Carolina industries, 
assisting them in obtaining up-to-date technical and industry-wide 
information. Through such contact, the division assists in locating 
potential expansions of existing business and venture capital to po-
tential prospects. 
Business Assistance & Services Information Center 
The division serves as the coordinator of the new Business Assis-
tance and Services Information Center (BASIC) for South Carolina. 
The center provides expertise to business and industry in such 
areas as federa l, state and local financing, business assistance and 
permitting, and export information. 
The division is implementing a computerized data base of sup-
pliers and service companies in South Carolina that can provide 
materials, components and services to business and industry. 
By developing these services, the center can provide a one-stop ser-
vice for business and industry interested in expanding or locating 
in South Carolina. 
Community Development 
The division also assists small towns in South Carolina to attract 
industry. Through the GREAT (Governor's Rural Economic Achieve-
ment Trophy) Town Program, towns with a population under 
15,000 prepare themselves to be more attractive to industrial pros-
pects. 
To earn GREAT Town status, towns must first successfu lly com-
plete a program which addresses seven basic areas. These areas in-
clude site identification, preparation of promotional brochures, and 
the establishment of a development corporation. Since the program's 
inception in 1977, 54 of the state's communities have achieved 
GREAT Town status. 
The success of the program is illustrated by the capital invested 
in GREAT Towns by industry during the past six years. Since 1977, 
852 new and expanded plants have announced investments of over 
$2 billion, creating an additional 17,900 jobs. One hundred seven-
teen new plants have been announced in 36 of the GREAT Towns, 





ANNOUNCED CAPITAL INVESTMENT 






































Source: Planning and Research Division; South Carolina State 
Development Board 
Table 2 




INDUSTRY INVESTMENT ($000) % OF TOTAL 
Food $ 294,978 2.4 
Textiles 1,578,307 12.6 
Apparel 107,752 0.9 
Wood & Furniture 234,965 1.9 
Paper & Printing 1,941,406 15.5 
Chemicals & Allied 3,666,099 29.3 
Metalworking 3,423,060 27.3 
Remaining* 1,283,500 10.2 --
TOTAL $12,530,067 100.0% 
*Includes: Tobacco; Petroleum; Rubber and Plastics; Leather; Stone, 
Clay and Glass; and miscellaneous 
Source: Planning and Research Division; South Carolina State 
Development Board 
Table 3 
ANNOUNCED CAPITAL INVESTMENT BY MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY 
FISCAL YEAR 1982-83 
Number of Firms Employment Investment 
Industry Number %of Total Number %of Total Dollars %of Total 
Food 44 6.5 428 3.5 29,322,000 2.4 
Textiles 102 15.0 1,505 12.3 338,939,000 27.2 
Apparel 45 6.6 1,249 10.2 11,800,000 l.O 
Wood and Furniture 44 6.5 435 3.5 20,800,000 l.7 
1':) 
Paper and Printing 77 11.3 603 4.9 90,150,000 7.2 
Chemical 62 9.1 941 7.7 367,343,000 29.5 
Metalworking 223 32.7 5,750 46.9 278,37 1,000 22.4 
*Miscellaneous 85 12.5 1,352 11.0 107,211,000 8.6 --
TOTALS 682 100.0 12,263 100.0 1,243,936,000 100.0 
*Represents Tobacco; Petroleum; Rubber and Plastics; Leather; Stone, Clay, Glass and Concrete; and Miscellaneous. 







VALUE OF FOREIGN INVESTMENTS AS A PERCENTAGE OF 




Foreign Industrial Investments 
Year Investments Investments Percent of Total 
-
1960 $ 32,083 $ 209,759 15.3 
1961 500 217,677 0.2 
1962 485 210,795 0.2 
1963 40,182 264,208 15.2 
1964 29,506 281,214 10.5 
1965 79,250 600,006 13.2 
1966 152,800 509,012 30.0 
1967 17,750 305,797 5.8 
1968 184,500 635,617 29.0 
1969 48,400 706,289 6.9 
1970 72,300 319,456 22.6 
1971 4,635 473,391 1.0 
1972 61,900 502,563 12.3 
1973 340,660 1,229,690 27.7 
1974 313,053 666,055 46.9 
1975 58,800 511,445 11.5 
1976 186,005 487,685 38.1 
1977 408,162 1,235,171 33.0 
1978 208,205 857,233 24.3 
1979 392,535 1,541,135 25.5 
1980 348,908 1,515,643 23.0 
1981 492,816 2,394,152 20.6 
1982 450,460 2,394,244 18.8 
SOURCE: Planning and Research Division, S.C. State Development 
Board, December 1982. 
Table 5 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT BY MANUFACTURING PLANTS 
BY COUNTRY 
($000) 
Prior to Percent 
Country 1980 1980-81 1982 of Total Total 
--- --- ---
Austria 500 - - - 500 
Australia - - 1,500 0.3 1,500 
Belgium & 
Luxembourg 12,905 22,765 65 • 35,735 
Canada 59,829 11,360 400 0.1 71 ,589 
Denmark 3,000 2,000 !50 • 5,150 
France 562,892 23,225 7,290 1.6 593,407 
Germany 884,030 210,875 127,745 28.4 1,222,650 
Great Britain 556,214 314,373 172,010 38.2 1,042,597 
Japan 258,425 56,200 107,000 23.8 421,625 
Netherlands & 
Antilles 186,575 29,216 16,950 3.8 232,741 
South Africa 6,000 - - 6,000 
Sweden - 13,330 - - 13,330 
Switzerland 180,4 01 158,380 17,350 3.9 356,131 
Tiawan 500 - - 500 --- --- ---
TOTALS 2,711,271 841,724 450,460 100.0 4,003,455 
Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
*Less than 0.1 . 
SOURCE: Planning and Research Division 
South Carolina State Development Board 


























VALUE OF FOREIGN MANUFACTURING INVESTMENT 
BY INDUSTRY 
($000) 
1982 % of Total % of 
Industry Investment Total Investment Total 
Textiles 26,695 5.9 214,400 5.4 
Paper & Printing 30,400 6.7 348,742 8.7 
Chemica ls 122,650 27.2 1,606,663 40.1 
Metalworking 257,090 57.1 1,074,404 26.8 
Others* 13,625 3.0 759,246 19.0 ---
TOTAL 450,460 100.00 4,003,455 100.0 
*Includes Food Products; Stone, Clay & G lass; Lumber and Wood Pro-
ducts; Rubber and Miscellaneous Plastics; and Miscellaneous Manu-
facturing Indu stries. 
SOURCE: Planning and Research Division 
South Carolina State Development Board 
December 1982 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
STATE DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
Industrial Revenue Bonds in South Carolina 
Regulations and Pertinent Forms for New Industry 
There's Still a Place Left for Eagles 
South Carolina Community Data Sheets 
South Carolina Industrial Building Flyers 
South Carolina Industrial Directory 
South Carolina Metalworking Directory 
South Carolina: Profile for Profit 
South Carolina State Development Board Annua l Report 
South Carolina-300 years of commitment to profit 
people. 
Supportive Services - State of South Caroli na 
Taxes in South Carolina 
Administration 
EXPENDITURES 
FISCAL YEAR 1982-83 
Economic Development & Support 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 
and to 
$ 217, 199 
2,989,425 
$3,206,624 
